
LIVING the LEGACY

Praise for the past,

update

A Tool for Effective Ministry
	 I’m	not	a	handy	man—never	have	been,	
probably	never	will	be.	And	yet	over	the	years,	
I’ve	learned	the	hard	way	the	importance	of	
having	the	right	tool	for	the	job.	Failure	to	have	
the	right	tools	for	the	task	can	lead	to	frustration,	
inefficiency, anger, and ineffectiveness. The same 
is	true	for	us	as	a	church.	God	has	given	us	a	
great	task—a	divine	mission:	to	develop	dedicated	
followers	of	Christ.	
 That’s why I’m so excited about Living	the	
Legacy.	Our	capital	campaign	is	designed	to	help	
us	take	a	step	closer	to	the	construction	of	a	new	
building. That new ministry facility is simply a 
tool that will help us effectively fulfill our mission 

and	vision.	It	will	enable	us	to	be	more	effective	
in	ministry	by:	

•	 Increasing	our	ministry	space
•	 Improving	our	ministry	impact
• Improving our ministry efficiency
•	 Increasing	our	ministry	opportunities

	 Imagine	with	me	just	a	few	ways	this	new	
facility	will	enhance	our	ministry	effectiveness.	
A	new	building	will	provide	more	available	seats	
and	an	unobstructed	view	on	Sunday	morning,	a	
larger	stage	to	enhance	our	worship,	more	square	
footage	for	fellowship	at	the	Cornerstone	Café,	
more	accessible	rooms	for	Christian	education,	
an	Awana	circle	unobstructed	by	posts,	private	
and	handicap-accessible	restrooms,	and	an	
expanded kitchen for ministry events.
	 I	hope	the	Living	the	Legacy	campaign	is	
a	continuing	reminder	of	our	mission	and	vision	
to	be	a	church	that	leaves	behind	an	eternal	
legacy. This campaign and building project is 
about	more	than	bricks	and	mortar—it’s	about	
increasing	our	ministry	effectiveness	and	striving	
to	do	all	that	we	can to impact the lives of people	
	for God's glory.
[Pastor Jeff]

faith for the future

…is a three-year campaign to raise the financial 
resources	needed	to	build	a	new	facility	to	live	
out our vision for ministry. The campaign will be 
conducted	in	three	phases:	
•	Phase	I,	which	runs	through	September,	
is	designed	to	sharpen	our	congregation’s	
understanding	and	focus	on	our	ministry,	mission	
and	vision.	
•	Phase	II,	in	October	and	November,	is	designed	
to	further	inform	our	members	through	personal	
home	visits	and	to	ask	them	to	consider	advance	
commitments	to	the	campaign.
•	Phase	III	begins	with	an	all-church	banquet	to	
celebrate God’s work during Cornerstone’s first 
decade	and	the	campaign’s	progress	thus	far,	and	
to	offer	another	opportunity	for	every	member	
of the church family to join the campaign. This 
phase continues over the next three years. The 
building fund will grow as members fulfill their 
faith	commitments	with	donations.

Living ThE LEgAcy...



nAncy bELL – LEArning AbouT TrusTing god

	 Following	the	devastating	loss	of	her	son,	
Ben,		Nancy	was	overwhelmed	with	anger	and	
depression. Memories made it difficult to attend 
the	church	in	which	she	had	seen	her	daughter	
married	and	her	son	buried.	But	when	a	friend	
told	her	about	Cornerstone,	she	knew	it	was	time	
to	try	church	again.	
 Nancy remembers her first visit. “I liked 
the relaxed atmosphere, the kindness of the 
people,	and	the	genuine	caring	for	each	other.	I	
knew	God	had	led	me	back	to	a	church	in	which	
I	could	continue	to	worship	Him.”	In	the	months	
that	followed,	God	revealed	Himself	to	Nancy	in	
many	ways,	and	during	an	out-of-town	trip	she	
accepted	Christ	as	her	Savior.	
	 Cornerstone	has	helped	Nancy	grow	in	
her trust of God. “I know my heart and my soul 
are	now	open	to	opportunities.	Before	coming	
to	Cornerstone,	I	was	pretty	well	shut	down.	It	
was	just	easier	that	way,	to	protect	myself	and	

handle	my	life.	I	[now	notice]	before	I	make	a	
major	decision	that	I	pray	for	help	to	make	that	
decision.	I	never	used	to	do	that.	God	is	in	control	
and	there	are	times	when	He	points	us	in	the	
direction we need to go, but I drag my feet. That 
is	why	I	like	the	small	group.	I	learn	more	about	
trusting	God.”	
	 Nancy	has	also	been	led	to	serve	in	ways	
she never imagined. “I know He had a hand in 
my	volunteering	for	the	High	Power	Soccer.	I	
don’t	like	sweat.	I	don’t	like	heat.	I	don’t	like	
bugs.	Yet	I	came	and	was	happy	about	it.	And	I	
never	thought	anyone	could	ever	get	me	back	in	a	
nursery	to	babysit.	Yet	here	I	am,	taking	my	turn	
in	the	nursery.”	
	 Nancy	knows	that	Cornerstone	is	where	
she belongs. “I am extremely thankful that 
Cornerstone is in my life. It was the first time I 
chose—or	God	led	me	to—a	church	based	upon	
what	I	needed.	I	want	to	be	here.”

It was the first time I chose–or God 
led me to–a church based upon 
what I needed.  I want to be here.

Pray First—twenty-six people met at Cornerstone for the 

august 30 prayer breakfast to support the church’s ministry 

and Living the Legacy with prayer. Upcoming prayer events 

include a Prayer Walk on sept. 13 and Prayer Vigil on Oct. 4.
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campaign questions –and answers

When	did	Cornerstone	decide	we	needed	a		
new	building?

Discussion	of	a	larger	facility	began	back	in	2003	
when	our	average	Sunday	morning	attendance	
rose	above	110	and	occasionally	topped	120.	
That summer we also made the move to meet 
in the Grand Theater and met there most of the 
next two years. Since then our attendance has 
fluctuated from about 100 to 120, with some 
Sundays	reaching	130,	which	really	pushes	the	
capacity	of	our	building.	Other	ministries	such	as	
Awana and youth have seen significant growth in 
just	the	past	couple	years,	which	also	strains	our	
facility	on	Wednesday	nights.	

Q
A

What	happened	to	the	building	fund	we	had	before?

Our	building	fund	began	in	June	2003	when	a	
member made a significant challenge gift. The 
congregation	matched	it	and	the	fund	has	been	
growing	slowly	ever	since	to	its	present	balance	
of about $140,000. The amount raised through 
the	Living	the	Legacy	campaign	will	be	added	to	
it	and	used	to	fund	our	total	building	project.		
[Marvin]


